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MINUTES 
OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF 
THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF UNIVER- 
sALIsYS OF THE NEW-ENGLAND 
STATES AND OTHERS, 
SEPT. 1823. 


° 
‘The General Convention of Uni- 
versalists of the New-England States and others, a- 
ereeably to the adjournment of their last Session, as- 
eiiabled at the Village of Clinton, N. Y. on Wednes- 
lay, Sept. 17th, 1823, and opened the business of the 
Coancil with prayer by Br. A. Kneeland. 
1. Chose Br. A. Kneeland Moderator. 
2, Chose Brs. R. Carrique and N. Stacy Clerks. 
3. Appointed brs. H. Ballou, C. G. Parson, and 
\Vin.Underwood.a Committee to attegd to all requests 
jor fellowship or ordination. 


1. Order of public service for Wednesday morn- 


pie 


-* 


lutrodnetory prayer by Br. A. Kneeland. 

-ermon by Br. R. Carrique, from Rom. 8, 31— 
* What shall we then say to these things. 
for us who can be against us ?*? 

Br. H. Roberts concluding prayer. 

. Afternoon Service. 

Introductory prayer by Br. H. Ballou. 

Sermon by Br. P. Morse, from St. John, vi. 5J— I 
am the living bread which came down from hearen ; 
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever ; and 


the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will | 


give for the life of the world.” 

Concluding prayer by Br. N. Stacy. 

6. Resolved that a committee be appointed to re- 
ceive and present all complaints and other impor- 
tant business, properly coming before this Conven- 





tfon. 

7. Appointed Brs. Wm. Underwood, N. Stacy, E. 
Verriss, C. G. Parson,and J. $.Flagler,the above com- 
mittee. 

8. Attended to the Reports of the several commit- 
tees appointed at the last Session of this Convention to 


‘Associations—which reports were highly interesting 
to the lovers of truth, as they gave evidence that our 
Societies are generally flourishing, and that the cause 
vof gospel truth is rapidly advancing. 
9. Appointed committees to visit Associations in fel- 
lowship with this Convention. 
Northern Association, Brs. R. Streeter,A. Kinsman, 
and R. Bartlett. 
Southern Association; Brs.. R. Carrique, H. Ballou, 
2d, and D. Pickering. 
Western Association, Brs:G. B. Lisher,R. Carrique, 
and S. R. Smith. 
Eastern Association, Brs. R. Streeter, 5. Streeter, 
and Wm. A. Drew. 
10. The committee appointed to receive all com- 
oplainisy&c.—presented two complaints, the first from 
Br. H. Ballou, 2d, against Br. P. Dean—the second 








See 

* A public discourse,was delivered.on Tuesday ev- 
eving by Br. C. G. Parson, and one on Wednesday 
evening by Br. J. S. Flagler, which were accidentally 
‘omitted in the minutes. 
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from Br. C. Hudson against Er. H. Ballou, of Bos” 
ton: 
11.Received requests from the society in Stafford and 

Le Roy—and also from the society in Pawlet and 
Wells, to be received into the fellowship of this Con- 
vention. 

Voted to grant said requests. : 

12. The Council proceeded to am examination of 
the charge against Br. P. Dean. 

Adjourned the trial until Thursday morning. 

The Council then proceeded to the examination of 
the complaint against Br. H. Ballou. 

13. Adjourned to 7 o’clock Thursday morning.— 
Prayer by Br. Wm. Underwood. 

14, Thursday morning opened the Council aceord- 
ing to adjournment. 

Prayer by Br. J. Foster. 





lf God be! 


visit the Eastern, Western, Northern, and Southern, ; 


15. Received a request from the Franklin Associa- 
ition of Universalists recently formed in the western 
| part of Massachusetts to be received into the fellow- 
i ship of this Convention. 

Voted that said request be granted.’ 





NO, 4. 





~ 


with: 


24. Received a request from Br. P. Dean to 
draw from the Fellowship of this Couyention. 

Voted that Br. Dean’s request be granted.* 

25. Voted that the Minutes of this Convention, ac- 
companied with a Circular, be published in the Hee- 
ald of Salvation, with a request that the editors of oth- 
er periodical Works should publish the same. 

26. Appointed Br. Pitt Morse to prepare the Min- 
utes for publication, apd to accompany them with a 
Circular Letter. eiiat, 

27. Voted that this Convention be adjourned to meet 
in Strafferd, Vt. on the third Wednesday and Thurs- 
day in Sept. 1824. 

Br. 8. Miles returned thanks to the Almigh- 
ty Disposer of all things, and the Conyention adjourn: 
ed. 

ABNER KNEELAND, Moderator. 
RICHARD CARRIQUE, 


NATHANIEL STACY, Clerks. 


Ministering Brethren Present. 





at its next session. 


H. Ballou ; and after attending to the evidences—vo- 
} ted to exonerate Br. Ballou from the several charges 
preferred in the complaint. : 

18. 
ing. 
| Sr. H. Sampson introductory prayer. 

} Br. A. Kneeland sermon from24 Tim, 3, 16---‘* All 
s ripture given by inspiration of God is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
| righteousnése.”” 

Br. J. Foster concluding prayer. 

19. The committee appointed to attend to requests 
for letters of fellowship or ordination, reported in favor 
of granting ordination to Br. T. F. King—and letters of 
fellowship to Warren Skinner, John French, and Lo- 
ring Bload. 

Voted that the above report be accepted. 

20. Order of the afternoon service, including the 
‘solemn ordination of Br. T. F. King. 

Br. H. H. Winchester introductory prayer. 

Br. H. Ballou sermon from St. John v. 33—‘“For the 
bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, 
and giveth life unto the world.” 

Br. S. R. Smith consecrating prayer. 

Br. A. Kneeland the charge. 

Br P. Morse, the Right Hand of Fellowship. 

Second sermon by Br. P. Dean from 1 Tim. 4, 16— 








| tinue in them, for in doing this thou shalt save both 
thyself, and them that hear thee.” 
Concluding prayer by Br. H. Ballou. 

| 2t. The Council proceeded to an imvestigation of 
the complaint against Br. Dean—and after attending 
to the evidences—voted to exonerate Br. Dean from 

the charge preferred in the complaint. 

22, The committee selected by Br. Nathaniel Smith 

at the last session of the Western Association to take 

into consideration the case of Br. Smith, reported that 
they had not found ought against him on which to 

found a coinplaint. 
| 23. Voted that,the former committee of discipline be 
| continued.the ensuing, year. 





16. Appointed Brs. H. Ballou 24, and I]. H. Win-) 


Order of public services on Thursday morn-! 


‘¢ Take heed unto thyself, and unto thy doctrine ; con-: 


H. Ballou, A. Kneeland, H. Ballon 2d, N. Stacy, 


S. R. Smith, C. G. Parsons, R. Carrique, G. B. Lidh- 
chester a committee to visit the Franklin Association | 
Unde rwood, C. Morton, J. 8. Flagler, H. Roberts, ‘Hi. 
17. Proceeded to trial on the complaint against Br.| +7. Winchester, §, Adams, A. Kinsman, A. Peck, N. 
|Saith, P. Morse, B. Hickox, S. Miles, J. Potter, Oo. 


er, 1. Whitnal, P. Dean, T. F. King, C. Hudson, ‘Win. 


Ackley, 5. A. Skeel, A. Vandenburgh, H. Sampson,. 
| Gowdy, and FE. Ferriss, , spree chee 
Received into fellowship W. Skinner, J. 


Freach,and 
L. Blood. = 








* A certificate was received stating the removal o{ 
Br. Dean from the First to the Central Society of Uni- 
versalists in the city of Boston, which might have been 
embodied in the Minutes. 
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From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 


-_—— 


Missionaries among the Indians. 





The statements contained In the following commun:- 
cation, are from a source on which we can place the 

fullest dependence. Several persons in this city are 
well acquainted with the writer, He resides, more- 
over, in the same county where the Indian tribes, 
referred to in this communication, are located, and 
has been apprized of the necessity of having the 
facts well authenticated. 


Messrs. Eprrors, 
Your exposure of the Serampore Missionaries, hay- 
ing tended much to enlighten the public in relation to 
‘those men, 1 am induced to present the following state 
ment of facts respecting Missionaries at home ; leaving 
your readers to make their own conjmehts. 
I shall speak of the New-Stockbridge, Brothertown, 
and Oneida tribes of Indians, all located in the county 
| of Oneida, state of New-York. ny ) 


New-Stockbridge Indians. 


The first missionary tothe New-Stockbridges, was 
John Sargeant, who settled among them in 1734. ‘He 
was succeeded in 1751, by the Rev. Jonathan Fd- 

{ wards, whe having a misuudefstanding with his con- 


















ane agin 
% 


gregation at Northampton, Mass. and being unable to 
effect areconciliation, was called to preach peace to 


. ; Pr 
the Indians, uvtil he had a greater call, and was mace | 


president of the college in New-Jersey. A Mr. West, 
who resigned soon after, succeeded Mr. Edwards, and 


then the place was supplied by John “Sargeant, the 


present incumbent, and descendant of the first Sar- 
geant. 

Thus you will perceive, there has been a regular 
supply of missionaries to these Indians for ninety years! 
But notwithstanding their efforts, I make the assertion 
without the fear of contradiction, that, wifh the ex- 
ception of two or three families, and those not under 
the missionary influence, there is not a more dissolute, 
vagabond race on the continent, than the New-Stock- 
bridge Indians. I have John Sargaant’s own words, 
that, excepting a female, of whom I shall speak here- 
after, there is not a person in the tribe but will get 
drunk. 

This John Sargeant has received from the socicty in 
Boston for ** Propagating the Gospel among the in- 
dians and others in North America,” $210 per annum ; 
and from the Society at Edinburgh, (Scotland,) ‘* For 
propagating Christian Knowledge,” £50 sterling per 
annum ; making in the whole, $432 22 cents ; which, 
with other charges during his mission of about filty 
years, will amount to near $30,000, To this add the 
expenses of his predecessors, and] presume the whole 


will not fall short of $50,000. This disinterested Mis- ; become religiously disposed under the influence of late, (the most rancourous of all hate. 


sionary obtained from the Indians a gift of six hundred 
and forty acres of their best land, worth at this mo- 
mnent, were it uncultivated, eighteen dollars per acre. 
He and his son, by their intrigues, contrived, moreo- 
ver, to get possession of two hundred and fifty acres 
more, a few years since, at two dollars per acre,worth, ! 
at the time, eighteen dollars instead of two; and I 
cannot find that it was ever paid for at any price. In 
this two hundred and fifty acre lot, was an apple or- 
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— a | Missionari tend to h *) BREST nes 
Sareeaut. with the sazacity of a Jesuit, saw. that her the Missionaries pretend=to have Christianized, are 
Wali Dt Odsles - Set ye . : . 
success would be his own dewnf dijand actually propo- | more dissolute, debauched, and corrupt.in every sense 
sed tohire her to move away. He resides ona high hill, | ef these words, than those they aré pleased to term 
Se phaa FS 4 , eo : . A P ™ e : 

‘about two miles from the principal settlement of the | Pagans: thus making those whom they Proselyte, lino. 
Indians. and visits them about ance a week, which.he | fold more the children of hel! thra before. The Onei- 





! 
; 


i 


has said. he does from the fear that some other mis-| das were a powerful tribe, and it would seem that the 
sionary would be sent to take his place. His congre-| greatest effect produced by our bigoted Missionaries, 
| gation consists of about twenty memberg, such as they has been to create a Christian and a Pagan party, 4 
‘are. During the last session of the state legislature, | division, the source of more unhappiness and bitterness 
‘Indian lands ; but owing to the intelligence and infiu- | excepting the curse of intoxication. The country 
‘ence of one of the tribe, the female mentioned in the | bordering on the Indian Reserves is very fertiteoas 
| former part of this communication, who was educated | handsomely cultivated as any of the interior of this 
iby the Society of Friends neat Philadelphia, their | state,aud also inhabited by as intelligent a population ; 
plans were frustrated, and we begin to hope, that] to every one of whom, who knows a: y thing of this 
with the decline of the missionary mania, this curse | subject, LT appeal for a confirmation: of what T hare 
upon that tribe will be removed. written. 

In 1819, the superintendents in their report to the 
governor of this state, respecting the Indians, say: 


his family made another attempt to get a tract of the} among them, thau all the other causes combined, not 


} 





7” ral Vs y ; 2, e 
Phe contrast, on comparing the Brothertowns, «with. 





oul a missionary, with the Stockbridves and Oneidas 
| Experience has taught us, by long baving lived in 


with their missionaries, is as elarine in favour of the 
| their ncighbourhood, that examples of piety, industry, | former, as the meridian sun when contrasted with: the 
‘and economy, ate more wanted among them than |} mantle of night. 
| preaching. And we are happy in being able to state, | 
that the condition of the Brothertown Indians in par-| parts, that every missionary who goes amone the In- 
ticular, fora few years past, has gradually become dians, goes with the speculating motive 
better, while the Stockbridges’ has grown worse.~—— | his condition ; 


It is becoming an almost universal helief in these 


of bettering 
and the first step which he generally 
oh. sé . . o “ . = . —- t * : ° o . ° , 

And it is gratifying to us, that a considerable number | takes, is to gain a party to act for him, in opposttion to 


have, during the past year, among the Brothertowns,| the others ; thus at once sowing the seeds of religiotis 
>* ‘ 


some of their own tribe.” 
The Brothertowns 


Havre never had a@ missionary. 


5) and strife and 
| discord prevail, where unity, love, and peace, dwelt 


The Society of Although the picture of missienaries which has here 
Friends settled an exemplary family among them, to! been presented, may pessess a wore than ordinary si 
civilize and instruct them in agriculture aud household | ble hue, fam induced to think, if all hireling mission- 
manufactures. ‘The beneficial effects are very appa- 


aries and priests were stripped of their masks, they 
rent ; many of their farms are well managed, they are 


would appear in a very disparaging light. And that. 
well clothed, and in most respects are reepectable 1 


notwithstanding their flaming accounts of evance! 
farmers. ‘They have two preachers of their own tribe, 


nr 


| 


the heathen, aud building up the kingdom of Ch ist 





chard of nearly one hundred acres, belonging to the 
tribe, the only orchard they had, and which they ney- 
er intended he should have ; but by his ingenuity he 
succeeded in getting it. 

I have conversed with every individual (four) of the 
present, and two of the former superintendents jor the 
Indians, and the Indians’ present and former attornies, | 
all appointed by the state, and all respectable leading 
members of society, resident within a few miles of the 
tribe, and it is their unanimous opinion, that for the 
last twenty years, the labours of the Missionaries have 
been of no service, and for the last ten years, much 
worse than useless. 

By his flattering accounts, J. Sargeant has duped 
the Missionary Societies to continue his pay, notwith- 
standing the report of Drs. Morse and Belknap, who 
visited the Indians in 1796 ; in which report, speaking 
of the Oneidas, they say—‘* They found nothing ot 
christianity but the name. At the last communion on- 
ly one attehded, and of the men,there were only three 
or four of a sober character.” 


eee 


The missionary family have contrived to handle the 
Indian moneys, always taking good care to be well 
paid for the least and every service they perform ; and 
although often solicited by the Indians, they have nev- 
er taken the pains to give satisfactory explanations of 
the disposal of those moneys. It can be said with truth, 


and soberly attend to their religious duties. Their| the bencst of their labours,if properly estimatedwould 
conditien is infinitely superior to either the Stock- 
bridges or Onecidas 


Oneida Indians. 


to say the least, award tuem no pay. 

‘fo such as feel interested in the examiuation of the 
missionary delusion, | would recommend the perusal 
TSS 2 ee ee ae ee ee a ie i ' 
The first missionary among them, was Samuel! Kirk- >" eee eceinhey aes Pe ha 
land, from Norwich Connecticut, i 17641; he was pa-| nal rw re hepa > = salt wh te ween we 

9 ~~? ” pie Was P&| trons of their schemes, with the final results which 
trouised by the Edinburgh Society and Marvard Col-},- ge ante oe ~¢ ref 

eas . {time has but too faithtally exhibited. 
lege in conjunction. IJle obtained a donation from the in Oneida Coukiu O66 
Indians of more than two thousand five hundred acres aeeh qh Te 
of their best lands, aud iuferior to none in the state.— 
Such was his conduct, and so unfavorable the report 
of Drs. Morse and Belknap, that the Scotch Societ: 
dismissed him from their service, after having equan- | 
dered their money upon him for about twenty-five 
years. Hle is deceased, and I wish not to disturb his | tepl vy to « A Necessarian.” 
ashes, nor uselessly to hurt the feelings of his descend- y 
ants. After his death, in 1808, the Northern Mission- Ile asks, ** Can that be justly called an evil which, 
ary Society sent William Jenkins to supply the va-|in the result, produces a lasting and permanent 
cancy. Jenkins’ conduct was unsatisfactory to the ; good :”’ 
Indians ; they remonstrated against him, and he was Ans. It cannot, all things considered. But it may 
removed in 1816, not having succeeded in getting hold | have * the appellation of evil,’ because it is “* so odi- 
of any of their lands. Eleazer Williams, a half blood | ous in its nature.’ or in itself considered. A thing 
Iroquois, who was very busy in remonstrating against | may be evil to me now, which may * produce a last- 
Jenkins, was sent by Bishop Hobart, of the Protestant | ing and permanent good” in the end. For example: 
Episcopal Church, as his successor. This Williams | it may now be a very great evil tome to have limb 
first promised fair ; but, like other hirelings, his own 


ee SS Sg 
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that the tribe are but little less than the slaves of that 
family. 

My communication would be tediously long, were I 
to enter into a detail of the chicanery of the Sar 
geants. The present John Sargeant lived among these 
New-Stockbridge Indians forty-four years, previous to 
their ever having made a blanket. He not only neg- 
lected to instruct them in thé useful arts, but used ov 
ery argument to dissuade them from receiving such in- 
struction from others. A female of the society of 
Friends went and resided among them for the purpose 
ef instructing them in household manufactures id 


paexs s amputated ; but I may be willing to submit to the 
pecuniary interests got the ascendancy, and by man-| painful operation, because of the good which may Te- 
agement and intrigue, he got 1500 dollars worth of| sult in the end. Pain, which I must suffer, is in itself 
their lands. All parties, Pagan and Christian, united | considered an evil ; but, all things considered, it is @ 
against him, in an animated and well written remon- sood. The reason why |! am willing to endure the e- 
strance to the Bishop, dated 12th Nov. 1821, and pub- | vil is the good which it produces. ; oe it is only 
lished in Plain Truth, and in No. 39 of the Reformer ;| 00d which I choose. It may be very paihfulto be 
to which, for a true picture of this missionary, | wish | crucified as Christ was, and we wight with him cry to 
to refer the reader. our heavenly Father, and say, if it be possible let this 

I intended to have given a detail of the management | cup pass from us, on account of its bitter ingredients ; 
and morals of the Missionaries ; but | forbear the dis- aevertheless, if a ercater good can be obtained in. this 
gucting tale. way, we may subinit, aud say, not my will, bet thise, 


Cloze observations, made by visitors and others,lead | 0 Lord, be done. 





to the unanimous conclusion, that those natives whom 





On this principle. Jesus, for the jey set before him, 
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endured the cross, despised the shame. On this prin- 
ciple all arduous and painful labors are endured. Jn 
one sense, therefore, we may say, there is no evil in 
the universe, all things considered, in time and jn e- 
teruity ; but in another sense, there is evil, to an aw- 
ful degree, in itself considered, or as it respects crea- 
tures in the flesh, of finite capacity,and limited views. 
And this Necessarian admits, when he uses the words, 
“ which appears ever so odious in its nature :> and 
eain, ‘for the time being, appear to short-sighted mor- 
tais ever so baneful in its nature.” 


This may be called a paradox, or contradiction, but, 
Old Jacob said, at a certain | 


it js true the world over. 
tine. all these things are against me; and so they 
were in themselves considered, in his partial view, or 
:, their own nature; but doubtless, afterwards, when 
Tacob saw the end God had in view, he could say all 
the painful scenes through which I have passed, were 
ordered in infinite wisdom for good. So Joseph con- 
sidered the subject. He observes to his humbled breth- 
ren, ve thought evil against me, but God meant it un- 
to vood. They aimed at Joseph's abasement ; but God 


aimed at his advancement, by the same meaus. This 
is the prerogative of Jehovah to briag about good, by 
means of evil, or what appears to be evil to us.. But 


men are not to venture on doing evil that good may 
come. Strictly speaking, they cannot do it. For were 
a man to aim at the good of his fellow, by any action 
he might perform, it would take its character from his 
motive, or intention. physician may 
cut off a persons’ limb, and it would be a good or evil 


For example: a 


action in him, according to the motive or end he had 
aview. If he ained at doing his fellow creature 
eycd, though he put him in pain in accomplisiing the 
work, yet he would be worthy of praise. But if he 
aime tat deing him hurt, though it terminated in good, 
He did not 


no thanks te him who did it. aim at, or 


inteud good. Thus the saine action may be good in 
one person, and evil in another. For example: one 
physican inay do something on purpose to torment the 


patieut; another may do the same thing to save the 
patient from pain. 

So it may be justly said, that God aims at good ip 
all the painful dispensations of 


But men often aim at doing evil at the same time that 


his provideuce.-— 


+.9° 
Crod 13 


al ning to do 4 vad, 
arency of man is evil. For example: God delivered 
Jesus according to the determinate council and fore- 
knowledge of God, but the Jews with wicked hands 
crucified and slew him. 

To illustrate my idea of evil, being ordered for good, 
take the following similitude. 

Suppose it takes a number of colours to form a bean- 
tiful picture : among these, we will suppose black to 
a certain degree is mixed. 
or when 


Now, black, in itself, 
viewed alone, may have no beauty; 
but being put in by a skilfol artist in proper measure, 
it may set of the colours, and help to form a_perfect- 
ly beantiful picture. Whereasif black had been left 
out altogether,the colours would not have appeared to 
such advantage, and the picture, would not have been 
80 beautiful. So T took upon all evil, in the plan of 
God. Surely the wrath of man shall praise God, and 


the remainder, that would not praise him, he will 
restrain. 


To conclude: 1 agree with Necessarian, that ‘it 
“ppears impossible to me, that it is proper’? to call that 
evil which God does in wisdom and mercy; yet as 
done by man, in its own nature, it is proper to call it 
evil; and man must therefore suffer the consequences 
@ his wrong doing. Though man is dependant for 
his volitions, yet they are his own; and we always 
estimate human characters, according to their will or 
cnoice. If they have a good will, we praise them— 
if they have an evil will, we blame them.—— 
Men must feel pain and shame for their evil intentions, 
though God may over rule this pain and shame for the 


sinners good in the end. No thanks then fo the siv- 

ner for sinning or aiming at evil; but ‘thanks be to 

God for aiming at good. 
Steck Trura. 
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| nevolent designs. 





| 
| cannot be saved. 


‘Thoughts on Acts xxvii. 31. 


‘* Paul sacd to the centurion, and to the soldiers,except 


these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” 


How is this consistent, Paul, with what thou didst just 
now say was revealed to thee last night—** that there 
shall be no loss of any man’s life among us’? Do you 
now begin to doubt ? You said that you believed God, 
that it should be even as it was told you. Now you 
seem to distrust the divine promise. Just now you 
were exhorting us to be of good cheer, because God 
had determined that we should all be saved. Now 
you are telling us something very different, that ex- 
cept the sailors abide in the ship, we cannot be saved. 
This appears like inconsistent, contradictory instruc- 
You must explain yourself, Paul, if you can. 

This I will attempt todo. For I believe God as 
firmly now as ever; but he did not promise that we 
should be saved without the use of proper means.-—— 


tion. 





| 
| God always works by means to accomplish all his be- 
| 


We must trust God's promises, but 
not nezlect our duty. Itistrue that no man’s life 
shall be lost among us: nevertheless we are in dan- 


ger of losing our lives ; therefore, it is becoming us to 
{ . 
|act wisely and prudently, for except we do so, we 


God has determined that you shall 
and he hag determined that yon shall 
all abide in the ship till she strikes the shore ; and he 


! . ' . a é 
| has determined that | shonld give you this instruction, 
i 


all be saved ; 


as i means of your fulfilling God’s purpose, and secu- 
ring your salvation from death at this time. Is there 
‘any absurdity in all this? Do you not suppose that 


r 
. 


| God has determined how long you shall live in this! 


' 
iworld? But will you say, when your honse takes fire 


Hience the same event as/ over your head, that there is no danger; and if God} 
‘ 7 * j 4 Ce 
ordered by God is good, but as brought about by the! 


‘has determined that you shall live, the fire cannot 
' burn you to death? Will you not use means to quench 
‘the flames, or to escape from the burning house, be- 
cause God was pleased to tell you in a dream by night 
{that yon should be saved from being burnt to death in 
{your house ? Would not such a revelation suppose or 
|imply that means would be used to save your life ?—~ 
| When I teld you that no man’s life would be lost, did 
'I tell you that you might therefore cast yourselves in- 
'to the sea before we discovered the land; or that the 
j sailors might all leave the ship to the mercy of the 
| winds and waves? No. When I revealed God’s 
| purpose of mercy to encourage your hope, it was not 
| to teach you negligence, but toact a prudent part. 
You must admit, that a Being perfect in knowledge 
must know certainly, whether or not, that you shail 
have a crop of corn in time of harvest. Now should 
God reveal to you that you should certainly gather in 
an abundant harvest the next year, would you infer 
that it was unnecessary to break the ground, and put 
in the seed? Might not the same spirit that made 
known to you that you should be blessed with a rich 
harvest, likewise declare that except you sowed the 
seed, and cultivated the earth, you could not reap the 
harvest? Be candid, and judge righteously. 
OBSERVER. 


Ten Universalist Churches have been built in the 
United States the present year. 
Palladium. 
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And he showed me a pure river of the water of life, 
clear us chrystal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb.—Rev. xxii. 1. 


‘There are two particulars which 


seem to comprise the doctrine o this passage. 1. The 
river mentioned is the river of the water of life; 2. 
It proceeds from the /hrone of God and the Lamb. 

This last named particular should be considered 
with special attention ; because it has been generally 
supposed that eternal life proceeds out of the merey- 
seat, rather than the throne of God. That eternal life, 
like a broad river, springs forth from the very throne 
of Deity, as its proper fountain, is certainly a most 
striking idea ; as the throne denotes the presence and 
united energy ef all the great and awful perfections 
which constitute the Godhead. It is on his throne 
that we contemplate Jehovah in,the several relations 
of Creator, Law-giver, Judge, and Sovereign Ruler of 
the Universe ; and the thought, that in all these char- 
acters he naturally communicates life and blessedness, 
is one of the grandest and most sublime that ever oc- 
cupied the human mind, 

MARcvs. 
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EXTRACT 


From Mr. H.rvey’s Reflections on a Flower Garden. 


In a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, one per- 
ceives a difference in almost every individual. Scarce 
any two are turned, and tinctured, exactly alike : 
each allows himself a little particularity in his dress, 
though all belong to one family ; so that they are va- 
rious, and yet the same. A pretty emblem this, of the 
smaller differences between Protestant Christians.— 
There are modes in religion which admit of variation, 





without prejudice te sound faith, or real holiness: just 
'as the drapery, on these pictures of the spring, may 
; be formed after a variety of patterns, without blem- 
lishing their beauty, or altering their nature. Be it so 
then, that in some points of inconsiderable conse- 
quence, several of our brethren dissent; yet Jet us al! 
live amicably and sociably together; for we harmon- 
ize in principles, though we vary in punctilios. 

Let us join in conversation, and intermingle inter- 
ests; discover no estrangement of bebaviour, anc 
cherish no alienation of affection : if any strife subsists, 
let it be, to follow our Divine Master more closely, ii: 
humility of heart, and unblameableness of life ; Jet i! 
be to serve one another most readily. in all the kind 
offices of a Cordial friendship. Thus shall we be u- 
nited, thongh di-tingvished ; united in the same granc 
fundamentals, though distinguished by some small cir 
cumstantials ; united in one important bond of broth- 
erly love, though distinguished by some slighter pecu- 
liarities of sentiment, 

Il apprehend, that between christians, whose judg- 
ments disagree about a formof prayer, or munner of 
worship, there is no more essential di#lerence, than be- 
tween flowers that bloom from the same kind of seed. 
but happen to be somewhat diversified in the mixture 
of their colors. 


If any man sin,we have an advocate with the Fath- 
er, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins, and not for ours only, but aiso for the 
sins of the whole worid. 


Nothing can separate us from the leve of God.---- 
or 


Rom. viii. 38, 3%. 
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POET’S CORNER. 
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Tron? the Baltimore Patriot. 
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STANZAS 


Suggested bya sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. Col- 
mun, in the First Independent Church in 


Baltimore. 


“hall he who roams the forest Wild, 
With mind uncultur’d—nature’s child, 
Whose beaming eye hath never yet 
On page of holy Writ been set-— 

Shall he—his deeds of earth forgiven— 
Mind mercy, and ascend to heaven ? 


Shall he who bends the pagan knee 
To stone—to brass idolatry— 

And he who to the crescent bows, 
And on the korai makes his vows— 
Shall they find mercy too? and even 
Participate in joys of heaven ? 


Then is the God who reigns above, 

A GOD of MERCY, JUSTICE, LOVE; 
Who looks not with a partial eye, 

Nor bids th’ unlettered pagan die : 

But unto all is ‘justice given— 

TO ALL a place assigned in heaven. 


TO ALL—each creature of his hand, 
Or Jew or Turk, simple or grand— 
He doth extend one hand in love— 
And with the other points above :— 
The Christian and the Turk and even 
The Pagan, are the same in heaven. 
Pyrnras, 


Moral Influence 


Of the doctrine of Endiess Torment. 


We have asserted that if such 


reiterated threats [of endless torment] do not alarm 
and terrify to repentance, they harden the heart with- 
out aremedy. The assertion will be the more readily 
believed,when we advert to the effects of the doctrine 
of everlasting misery upon some of its most strenuous 
supporters ; who supposing themselyes to be secure 
respecting their own salvation, have permitted the 
system to render their hearts callous respecting their 
irremediable woe of others. They speak with sys- 
tematic coolness of the numberless souls who will suf- 
fer eternal damnation, without having seen the light 
of the sun, or been placed in a state of trial ! They 
maintain that, in consequence of the fatal trangression 
of our first parents, those who have never enjoyed 
consciousness in this life, shall awaken to the con- 
sciousness of everlasting woe in the future state ; and 
still they cherish with no small degree of fandness, the 
system upon which they found their principles! Oth- 
er divines have most inhumanly conjectured that the 
felicity of the blessed will be greatly augmented by 
the ineffectual groans of the damned. A sentiment 
this, not unworthy of the most savage barbarian, ut- 
tered at a moment of frantic rage; and who places 
his diabolical delight in the writhing agonies of his 
enemies. 


See the following extracts from Epwarps : 


‘** The saints in heaven will behold the torments of 
‘he damned. The smoke of their torments ascendeth 
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up for éver and ever! They shall be tormenied in 
the presénce of the holy angele,and in the presence of 
the Lamb. So shall they be tormented in the presence 
of the glorified saints ! 

‘‘ Hereby will saints be rendered more sensible how 
great their salvation is; when they see how great the 
misery is from which God has saved them, and how 
great a difference he has made between their state and 
the state of others, who were by nature, and perhaps 
for a time by practice, more sinful and hell-deserving 
than any. It will give them a great sense of the won- 
derfulness of God's grace towards them !—Fvery time 
they look upon the damned, it will excite in them a 
lively and admiring sense of the grace of God in ma- 


king them to differ.” 


Again : “The sight of hell-torments will exalt the bap- 


| piness of the saints forever! It will not only make them 
} more sensible of tire greatriess and freeness of the gtace 
| of God in their happiness,but it will really make their 
happiness the greater, as it will make them more sen- 
| sible of their own happiness, It will give them a more 
| lively relish for it; it will make them prize it the 


more, when they see others who were of the same na- 
ture, and born under the same circumstances, plung- 
ed into such misery, and they so distinguished !—— 
Oh ! it will make them:sensible how happy they are! 
A sense of the opposite misery, in all cases, greatly in- 


creases the relish of any joy or pleasure !” 


May we not stispect such extravagancies are per- 
mitted in order to demonstrate that so terrible a doc- 
trine is ineffectual to meliorate the heart ? Could the 
mild and compassienate Jesus have submitted to the 
agony of preaching such sentiments, who wept over 
the temporal calamities which he saw impending over 
Judea ?—Dr. Cocan, on the Probability of Universal 
Salvation. 


att | ED | 


The Lawyer, Witness, and Cler- 
g¥man. 


The following is from a work published by Noah Web- 
ster, of Salisbury, N. If. entitled ‘“* An appeal to the 
candid, or the Trinitarian Review.” 


“A lawyer, in writing a deposition, introduced some 
words in a ‘* mysterious sense,” which rendered one 
of the sentences perfectly unintelligible to the wit- 
ness. On reading the form, the witness exclaimed, 
‘“* Sir, 1 do not understand that sentence ! ‘ Neither 
dol, said the Lawyer, but all good witnesses testify in 
this manner; and you must do so too, or your testimo- 
ny will not be received.” The ‘witness supposed it to 
be safe to follow the good, was persuaded to subscribe 
and swear to the whole. When the deposition was 
read in court, the witness happened to be present ; 
the attorney on the other side suspected some fraud, 
and requested the liberty to question the witness. On 
being closely questioned, the witness owned that 
he did not understand that mysterious sentence, when 
he swore to the truth of it. The attorney then en- 
deavoured to set aside the whole deposition, pleading 
** that the testimony.of a man who would swear to the 
truth of a proposition while he did not understand the 
meaning of the terms, ought not to be admitted in any 
court of justice ; and added that “‘ the witness ought 
to be indicted for perjury.” 

But the judge being of a discerning and compassion- 
ate character, perceived, as he thought, marks of hon- 
esty in the witness, and suspected improper manage- 
ment on the part of the lawyer who wrote the deposi- 
tion. On inquiry, he found that it was by the art and 
influence of the lawyer, that the witness was brought 
into such an unpleasant situation. He admitted so 
much of the deposition as the witness appeared to un- 





j= wicked and disgraceful part he had acted. 


understand, but severely ‘reptimanded the lawyer for | 


,and reproved the lawyer. 





In a short time the affair was reported, and the wit- 
was reptaached. He happened to be a member of 3 
ehurch, under the care of a (rint/arian ele 

the lawyer a resident in the same parish. The minis 
ter being informed of the circumstances, felt wounded, 
The lawyer replied in a 
mild but firm tone of voice, ‘* Sir, is it only in the sol- 
emn affairs of religion, that you allow your church 
members to trifle with God, with truth, and with cop. 
science? Ihave but followed your example. Fou 
first seduced the witness yourself, by leading bim to 
subscribe an article of faith, in which a term was used 
in ‘a mystertous sense,” the very thing, for which you 
have reproved me. I did it to open your eyes to the 
astonishing, but unregarded impropriety of your own 
practice. But once have I been guilty of such behay- 
iour—can you, sir, say the same ? 

This illustration may suggest to christians the dan- 
ger of subscribing to an article of faith, or saying that 
they beliere it, while the very words are used ip a 
** mysterious sense.”” It may also suggest to ministers 
the shocking imprepriety on their part, in leadiny 
christians to conduct in a mannerso inconsistent with 
every principle of civil decorum and gospel simplicity. 
Suppose Mr. T. A. to be the minister to whom the 
lawyer replied ; if he were not past feeling, must he 
not have been shocked and confounded ? 

While I sincerely lament my own improprieties 
which these remarks could not jail to bring to remem- 
i brance, 1 would, were it possible, sound an alarm 
through christendom, to awaken the attention of my 
fellow-christians to the enormity of a custom by which 
| millions have been seduced ; a custom which, if gen- 
1 erally prevalent in other cases, would render human 
testimony perfectly nugatory ; sap the foundation of 
| justice in legal proceedings ; destroy confidence be- 
tween man and man ; loose the bauds of society ; and 
fill the world with collusion, uproar, and viclence. 

On one account, it is perhaps a favourable cirenm- 
From my owa 


stance that I was once a /frinatartan. 


, experience, I am able to account for the extraordinary 


conduct | have attempted to expose, without imputing 
to my frinitarian brethren intentional wrong. But I 
aim not able to free either myself or them from the 
charge of having acted without due consideration, un- 
der the pernicious influence of custom and prejudice. 
For the honor of the christian name, as well as from 
regard to truth and propriety, it is hoped, that im fu- 
ture, the clergy wili be more cautious, both in giving 
and taking depositions of faith ; and that no one will 
imagine, that less care is needful in this case, than i 
giving and taking depositions of a civil nature. All 
christians should view themselves as witnesses for God, 
and ever remember that he is of purer eyes than to be 


} pleased with the mere utterance of words, without 


knowledge or meaning ; or by our using termsin 4 
sense unknown to ourselves.” 


2. 


fp “ Berean” will fiad a communication im the 
Post Office. 


MARRIED, 
In Cambridge, by Rev. Thomas Whittemore, Mr. 
James Rand, to Miss Mary Pierce. 
In Charlestown, by the Rev. Dr. Lowell, Mr. An- 


drew Capen, Jr. merchant, of this city, to Miss Betsy 
Loring. 
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DIED, 


In this city,on Saturday morning last, Dudley Walk- 
er Esq. aged 54, 

In Charlestown, Caroline Augusta, youngest daugh- 
ter of Capt. Wm. Brown, aged 14 monthe. 

In Newton, Miss Sally Harbach, aged 14 years. ; 

In Medway, Joseph Elliot, only child of Dr. ’ 





| Littlefield, aged 15 mouths. 
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